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M essenger

The

Baptismal Blues

Worship Broadcast: Radio Station 102.7 FM

I’ve officiated a few hundred baptisms, I suppose.  To those who aren’t Baptist, we dunk, not sprinkle.  And all the way under.
For notorious sinners (Wayne Mosely, Blair Trewhitt, among others) we hold them under longer.  There are days when I think we
should sprinkle like our Methodist friends.  A couple of Sundays ago was one of those days.

Getting ready for baptisms is no easy assignment, which includes running the water in the baptistery (fancy name for pool),
putting on robes and waders.  Yes, the minister wears waders, like hunters on a duck hunt.  That way we stay dry, at least
theoretically, so that we can get back quickly to the worship service.  People who don’t know that we wear waders think that we
Baptist ministers are like Superman, changing in a phone booth and getting back to worship faster than a “speeding bullet.”

We wear a white robe over the waders, one that is especially made for baptism, with a zipper up the front.  I have two that I
have worn for years.  They are always in the closet that keeps the robes.  Always.  Well, not that Sunday.  As the young man
who was being baptized put on his robe, I searched for mine in vain.  A sense of panic set in.  I had several hundred people
waiting for the baptism and no robe.  Surely they had just been misplaced.  Oh, there were two or three other robes in the
closet, but they were for children and the Barney Fifes in our church.  Because time was of the essence, I had no choice but to
go with what I had.  I’ve never done a baptism when the robe fit so tightly that I was turning blue and could barely breathe.
Putting the robe on required about a couple of cans of WD40 motor oil and a girdle.  Taking it off was worse.  I needed some
scissors and a chainsaw.

Where is reality TV when you need them?  If they could secretly film us doing church, it would be a big hit.  If only someone
had been running a camera and had caught the baptismal fiasco on tape, I would have my own show.

We Baptists happen to think that baptism is a beautiful outward symbol of what takes place in a person’s heart when Christ
comes in.  And so we take it seriously.  Back in 1527 in Switzerland, a man named Felix Manz was sentenced to be drowned
because he refused to baptize adults who professed faith in Christ.  His accusers took him out in a boat and bound him hand
and foot and dropped him over the side of the boat.  I believe in the symbol of baptism but I don’t think I’m willing to sink like an
anchor for it.  And my drama of the disappearing baptismal robe is nothing compared to what Mr. Manz faced on that lake.

And now our church has the question of the disappearing baptismal robes.  Does someone have a fetish for
robes?  Is there an underground market for them?  Will they be listed on e-bay?  If you see them around
town, let me know.  Otherwise, I will, at my next baptism, turn blue and struggle for breath, and once
is enough.

YOUTH SUNDAY

Youth-Led W orship

Sunday , February 7

Rev. Brian Edwards will preach.



Coed Flag Football Game:

February 7 • 2 p.m. • N. Lakeshore Fields
Meet at the walking track.

Parents’ Night Out!
Friday , February 19
6-9 p.m. • up to grade 5

Cost: $20 per family
Please feed children

before arrival.

Join us for

“That ‘70’ s Night”
Sunday , February 21

6:00 p.m. • Burns Hall
Passport Camp Fundraiser

We’ll enjoy a “Western Sizzlin” supper & fellowship with music
from the 70’s while helping our youth waiters & waitresses raise
funds for Passport Camp!

$3 adults • $1 kids • Youth serving for Tips

Congratulations to our Pinewood Derby W inners!

Grades 4-5 Design:
Becca Davis-1st; Jesse Todd-2nd; Jack Newbern-3rd

Grades 4-5 Race:
Jacob Bell-1st; Chase Duncan-2nd; Andy Smith-3rd

Grades 1-3 Race:
Andrew Bell-1st; Savanna Duncan-2nd; Ethan Jindrich-3rd

Grades 1-3 Design:
Dale Drummond-1st (absent due to illness);

Ryan Davis-2nd; Nicholas Rainwater-3rd

Haiti Project
Our Children’s Ministry will be collect-
ing the following items to fill “buck-
ets of hope” for the people of Haiti:

20 oz. cylinder container of granulated white sugar
(coffee service size)
1 lb. box spaghetti noodles
40 oz. plastic jar of smooth peanut butter

All donations should be brought to the blue bucket in
the children’s hall by Sunday , February 21 .  Chil-
dren will pack the food buckets during RA/GA/Mis-
sion Friends on Wednesday, February 24.  The buck-
ets are due at the Association Office by March 8,
and must contain only items from the above list .
We are also requested to include a $10 cash contri-
bution to be placed in an envelope & attached to the
lid of the bucket, to offset the cost of transporting
them to Haiti.

5 lb. bags long grain enriched rice
48 oz. plastic bottle cooking oil
2 lb. bags dry black or red beans
5 lb. bag of all-purpose flour

Ages 9-99 • Super Bowl Sunday

Youth Super Bowl Party!
Sunday , February 7 • 6:00 p.m. • Grades 6-12

Join us at David & Amy Griffin’s, 300 Horton Rd. • Bus leaves FBC 5:45 p.m.

Missions T eam
Meeting

Wednesday ,
February 3

7:00 p.m.
Heritage RoomReservations should be

made by the W ed. before.

Church Council
Meeting
Monday ,

February 8
5:15 p.m.

Heritage Room



Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy is expressed to Ben

Bass and family in the loss of his grandfa-
ther, J. B. Dewberry.

And to Rhonda Corley and family in the
death of her uncle, Dick Ellis.

Happy Anniversary!

Thank You
Our family wishes to thank you for your
prayers, cards, food and kindness extended
to us during Bill’s illness and death.  We
are proud to be a part of our wonderful
church family.
          Sincerely, Martha Gable & Family

Thank you so much for your generous do-
nations at our Passport Youth Summer
Camp lunch fundraiser.  You gave us a tre-
mendous start to our fundraising effort.
Thanks to the Adult II Sunday School de-
partment for cooking and bringing soup.
And thanks, as always, to our parents and
leaders for helping make the fundraiser hap-
pen.           Sincerely, FBC Youth Ministry

He who plants and he who waters are one,
and each one will receive his own reward.
1 Corinthians 3:8
Thank each of you for the many prayers,
visits, calls and cards during my recent hos-
pitalization and recovery.  During a most
difficult time in our lives, your prayers and
support were a blessing for Penny and me,
and made that period less difficult.  The
FBC family is truly a family of “Caring
People sharing God’s Love.”  God bless
each of you for planting and watering.

      Fred & Penny Barton

Thanks to Larry Frazier for filling in so
wonderfully for me in my absence.  Thanks
also to Tracy Rainwater and the Sanctuary
Choir for doing an excellent job as always.
And thanks to Amy Griffin and Alison
Drummond for taking care of the Young
Musicians’ Choir.  FBC is blessed to have
such talented and dedicated people.        Terry

Thank you to our church family for your
many calls, cards, emails, and most of all,
your prayers at the loss of my brother.  We
felt your support.        Rufus Dixon

Welcome to
FBC, Kay!

Stop by the church office
and meet our new
General Secretary
and Receptionist,
Kay Howard, and

give her a warm welcome.

Congratulations & many thanks to Cara
Welch on her 6th anniversary, February
19th, as one of our super Nursery Workers.

Senior Adult Happiness Group February TripsSenior Adult Happiness Group February TripsSenior Adult Happiness Group February TripsSenior Adult Happiness Group February TripsSenior Adult Happiness Group February Trips

Callaway Gardens T our • Friday , February 12 • 9 a.m.
The Garden T our is free in February .

Top of the River • Thursday , February 18 • 5 p.m.
Anniston, Alabama

Please call & reserve your place on the bus.

WWWWW MMMMM UUUUU

A Special Invitation to the Women of FBC
from the

Please join us for a “Taste of WMU”

Tuesday, February 16th
at 6:00 p.m. in the downstairs area of The Place!

Experience the fellowship & ministry opportunities
of a group that welcomes your input & participation.

Childcare will be available if needed.
Please contact Jennifer Jindrich by

Sunday, February 14th to reserve your child’s place.

First Sunday Fellowship Breakfast
Sunday , February 7 • 9:15 a.m. • Burns Hall

Wednesday supper prices apply to benefit
The Carroll County Rape Crisis Center .

The General Officers & Adult 6 will furnish pastries.

Open Hands Ministry T eam Meeting
Team Members T raining for New Location

Thursday , February 4 • 1:00 p.m.
Please come to the former youth Firehouse.



Upcoming Meetings & Events

THE MESSENGER (USPS 415-470)
Published weekly except the weeks of
July 4 and December 25 by First Baptist
Church, 102 Dixie Street, Carrollton, GA
30117.  POSTMASTER: Send change of
address to 102 Dixie Street, Carrollton,
GA 30117.

February 7: Duty Roster:
Deacon of the Week: Youth Sunday

Childr en’s Church:

Ambassadors:

Extended Nursery:
Joan Borders, Jason/Kat Mundorf

Greeters:

Morning Ushers:

Kent/Angela Brown

Fred Barton/John Steadham

Lay Reader: Youth Sunday

8:30: Theron/Sherry Jennings,
Marvin Williamson

11:00:Melba Adams, Joan Borders,
Blair Trewhitt, Rachel Rainwater,
Thomas Cox

Grounds Team February 6:
Jerry Lowe/Len Newbern

9:30: Chuck/Melanie McLendon,
Tommy Muse

10:45: Jim Lyle

Wednesday, February 3
3:30 p.m. Open Place/Grades 6-12/The Place
5:00 p.m. Family Supper/Burns Hall
5:30 p.m. Children’s Music & Missions/Age 2-Grade 5
5:30 p.m. Jr. High Youth Drama Rehearsal/Grades 6-8
6:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting/“What God Is Up To”/Burns Hall
6:00 p.m. “Leadership by the Book”/Current Events classroom
6:00 p.m. “Fireproof Your Life”/Adult 5
6:00 p.m. “Inheritance” Women’s Study/Heritage Room
6:15 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal/Sanctuary
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal/Sanctuary
7:00 p.m. Missions Team Meeting/Heritage Room

Friday, February 5
6:30 a.m. “Being the Presence of Christ”/Men’s Breakfast/The Place

Saturday, February 6
8:30 a.m. Family Snow Mountain Trip/Stone Mountain

Sunday, February 7: Youth Sunday
8:30 a.m. Early Worship/Rev. Brian Edwards
9:15 a.m. Donut/Coffee Fellowship/Burns Hall
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship/Rev. Brian Edwards
2:00 p.m. Coed Flag Football/N. Lakeshore Park
3:00 p.m. “The Five Love Languages”/Current Events classroom

Note time change for this week only.
5:00 p.m. Properties Committee Meeting/Heritage Room
6:00 p.m. Children’s Bible Drill/Grades 4-6/Children’s Church room
6:00 p.m. Youth Super Bowl Party/Grades 6-12/David & Amy Griffin’s

Deacon on Patrol: Herb Smith

Youth Sunday P.M. Volunteers:
No SBS/Super Bowl Party

Rev. Larry Insko,
Minister of Senior Adults

Terry Lowry,
Director of Music & Organist

Jennifer Jindrich, Minister of Children
Rev. Brian Edwards, Minister of Students

Dr. Ron Huggins,
Minister of Family & Pastoral Care

Church Staff

Welcome Team:
Parking Lot: Russell Hughes (8:30 a.m.)
Billy Edwards, Jim Russell (11:00 a.m.)
Welcome Center: Olivia Russell
Escorts: Debbie Malloy/Betty Giebeig

Menu: February 3

Dr. Steve Davis, Pastor

Youth Acolyte: Katey Brooks
Youth Ambassador: Parker Roach

1:1:1:1:1: Spaghetti/$4 adult/$3 students 12-up/
$2 child/$15 family

2:2:2:2:2: Salad, Baked Potato/Cost: $3
adult/$2 child/$15 family max

3:3:3:3:3: Children or Youth: Pizza or PBJ
Sandwich/Chips/Dessert/Cost:
$2 child/$3 students 12 & up

January 31, 2010
First Facts
Sunday School.....................196
General Fund...........$12,155.90
Required Weekly........$15,006.18
Required to Date.......$75,030.90
Received to Date........$51,821.77
Non-Budgeted Missions....$340.00
To Date........................$7,533.89
Faith for  the Future......$874.00
To Date........................$3,708.00
Total “The Place” ...$346,628.38
Transportation Fund .............$0
To Date.............................$20.00
Properties Fund ............$850.00
To Date........................$2,030.00
Designated.....................$331.18
To Date........................$2,416.37
TOTAL GIFTS ........$14,551.08

Special Gifts: Faith/Futur e
In Memory of Helen Holmes

Given by: Bobby & Lounell Harwell,
Charlie & Sissy Almon, Rufus &
JoAnn Dixon, May Tu

In Memory of Ray Adams
Given by: Charlie & Sissy Almon

In Memory of Bill Gable
Given by: May Tu,

Rufus & JoAnn Dixon
In Memory of Sara Yeats

Given by: Rufus & JoAnn Dixon
In Memory of Callaway Harris

Given by: Rufus & JoAnn Dixon

Special Gifts:
Music Ministry

In Memory of Jewell Johnson
Given by: Charlie & Sissy Almon

In Memory of Dorothy Hulsey
Given by: Patti Brown-Traylor

Properties Committee
Meeting

Sunday , February 7
5:00 p.m.

Heritage Room


